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SOME NOTES ON JAMES MOCSS-- 
AND THE MOSS FAMILY IN GENERAL 


JAMES MOSS was bern in 1807 in Eatonton Georgie according 
to the recoliection of his granddaughter--FRANCES MOSS BUFFINGTON, 
While still a small boy his father died, and several years later, the 
widowed mother whose maiden name was NELMS, married DANIEL 
TUCKER, In the Georgia Land Lettary of 18627 DANIEL R. TUCKER, 
Savants District of Washington County received Lot No. 15~-District 1, 
Section 2, which was in Lea County Georgia, We have no further 
record of the parents of JAMES MQSS. 


The British burning of Washington D. C. in i814 destreyed the 
Georgia Census records for 1790, 1860 and 1810. These records-- 
together with the local records destroyed by Sherman’s ferces on the 
March to the Sea in 1864--would have made the research of the MOSS 
family comparatively easy. As the conditions now exist, the descen- 
dants of this man must slowly and perhaps exasperatingly reconstruct 
the past, 


RALPH M, BUFFINGTON made a rapid search of the existing 
records in the Putnum county Courthouse in Eatonton Georgia in 1961. 
He found no record of the original MOSS--NELMS marriage, as Putnam 
County was formed from Baldwin County after the marriage. There 
was no record of the DANIEL TUCKER--~MOSS wedding. There appeared 
to be no record of the settlement of JAMES MOSS°S fathers estate. 
Perhaps there was none. 


There is a family tradition of a sister "POLLY" to JAMES MOSS 
who married a THOMPSON. (Her adopted daughter later married 
EPHRAIM MOSS the oldest son of JAMES MOSS,} There was also 
brothers living in the area of Covingion, Newton County-~Georgia, 
and other relatives at Social Circle, Walten County in 1872, when 
DANIEL TUCKER MOSS, second sen cf JAMES MOSS with his family 
and sisters, MARY and MARTHA or ELIZA MOSS made a 3 day journey 
by covered wagon to see them. 


JAMES MOSS became an oversser on plantations in the Newton 
County area, He led a vigorous life, working hard, often dancing 
all night and in general enjoying life, He married MARY FRICK-- 
born in $6.5, and bagan ic iaise d fami.y. His tamliy stbie Dears the 


date in faded ink. May the 26, 1832. Pscthaps tat was the date the 


Psat nee 


9384 


Bible was purchased, 


Re efore the 1856 Census JAMES MOSS purchased a tract of 6406 
acres im the newly acquired Cherokee Land in Fall Gounty~-Georgia. 
saa area north of the Chattahoochee River was then a veritable wilder- 
| ! land of great oak and chesinui trees, snd magnificent virgin 
treez. Neighbors wera several miles eway, But this was what 
:AMES wanted, a pisca where he could tear his family in the deenly 

£ hife 


“igious @imosphere that now became his way co 
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The detailed story of the new life in Hall County, and the SiOLY 
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‘ABES MOSS. He bsgan to hate ithe sight of a Peaora } 


eqgra and longed to 
oe in an area where thers were no Negroes. In i827 (before his 
“narriage} ae was the fortunate drawer of Lot Nc. %, District 1$, Sectic 
WhICh We EStriet cx 


han tm eset nm insicht inte: the RGSS fanmtic 
PEYna@ps We C&nm gain an imslant inte the MCSS faniiv connection 
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nd aguin and again in the MOS3 family fom Virginia 
to Georgia. The secend son was named for his stap-fether, DANIEL 
FUCKER; the youngest son TJAMES or fl NiOR, The Bay were FRANSES, 
MARY, MARTHA . SLIZA and MANSY who di ed acié, JAMES JUNIOR 

was captured by nerthevn troors in the Civil Wer and died in an 

iilinois prison. 


Nemes remembered sy MARY MOSS--the daughter of JAMES MOSS~-= 
incluede UNCLE “HUTS” MCSS who lived to be 165, Uncie HENRY MCSS., 
‘There was & HENRY MSS in Halk County in 1§60}--AUNT "POLLY“-- 
whe may have been MARY MOSS THOMPSON--indicating that the mother 
of JAMES MOSS may hava been named MARY NEL MS--or as some- 
times spelled in the backwoods, "NELLUMS. " or other variations, 


With these aames let us explore some of the recorded MOSS names . 
This femily was an oxtensive one in Virginia in the early days. 


fo the wills of Westmoreland County, Yirgiala are found several 
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In the wilis of Westmoreland County, Virginia ave found several 
refrences to the MOSS family. 


25 February 1707--ROGER MOSS. Inventory returned by Elizabeth 
MOSS. 


2 January 1728, 22 January 1728--RICHARD MOSS, Estate to be 
equally divided between by 3 chitdren, FRANCES, THOMAS and JUDITH. 
My brother, JCHN MOSS to be Executor. 5 


JOHN SELF: 45 Movember, | 798: 26 April 1791. Wife ANNE, Est 
for wife. ANNE | MOSS--one of daughters to share in residue of aie wate 


The Virginia Magazine of Histor has retevence to JAMES MOSS tin 
volume [V~-<-Page 235 and [V--Par 


BOOK Page 
[OHN MOSS 1761 A 198 
IAMES MOSS 1772 C 29 Ginvy & Spt 
HENRY MOSS 1782 D 2 
JORN MOSS 1775 c 159 
TOANHWA MOSS 1764 D 273 
MARY MOSS 1775 C 192 
EPHRAIM MOSS 1792 i; E 98 
ELIZABETH MOSS 1762 D 40 
WILLIAM MOSS 1786 D 388 (inv & Apt) 
SETH MOSS A737 Cc 263 
SAMPSON MOSS =-:11782 o 75 (inv 
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THE SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS OF 1790 


This first Federal Census was not destroyed in the burning of 
Washington and the record of the MOSS family is of interest to us, 
as the pattern for emigration to the Piedmont érea of the south was 
southward from Virginia and the areas further north. 


Free White Free White 
Males Males Free White 
Page 16 & Upward Under 16 Females County 


NINETY-SIX DISTRICT 


ELIZABETH MOSS BL. ] 1 j Pendleton 
HUSE MOSS 63 l 2 Edgefield 
(h slave) 

JEFF MOSS 84 3 3 4 Pendleton 
MARY MOSS 61 -- } 3 Abbeville 


THOMAS MOSS 8] I -- 2 Pendleton 


CAMDEN DiSTRICT 


EPHRAIM MOSS _—.29 } i i 
GIBBARD MOSS 29 1 | bogs 5 
JOSEPH MOSS —29 1 \ 3 


RUBIAN MOSS 29 L -- ay 
BEAUFORT DISTRICT 
GEORGE MOSS = 10 2 i g 


(10 slaves) 
ROBERT MOSS 4X2 I | I 2 
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INDEX OF TREE Winns COUNTY, GEORGIA HISTORY 


Page 
MOSS ALEX. 23,75, 196, 263, 2962 297 


MOSS WILLIAM JOpet ope elu? 70409 


Kirst session of Court of Wilkes Gounty, Georgia 1779, August Court. 
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ms 
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ixst tax Mist of Wilkes County--to replace somewhat destroyed 1730 
OT Si us. 


Captain Raglan District: 


WILLIAM MOSS--3 polls, 4 slaves, 1950 acres. Wilkes County 
4522 1/2 acres--Franklin County. 
Captain Walkers District: 


NEEX MOSS—=3 1/2 polls, 5 slaves, 400 acres--Wilkes County. 
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teceived by CAPTAIN HENRY WARE ESQ. 
GENRW MOSS--Deceased 1816. 


UERAN DER MOSS.-D ad 1606 
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veN Sone Tae Z 

3., iaa 24, 1724 
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OES OMEN THURPAOND-——-Deceagod £796. ALONG hetroe-ridtiir BOSS 
TOES NSE aun CFSE ra . SEN Tes : : a AT DAP REM 
vFOS? and FzU DROS ROSS >, and TORY CONNELI--eire of ALEX MOSS 

‘ ae so AEE de eee Peers 5 Seathn ead sei ee RS tts we ey 
ieceaged om ig G0b. (Por division of KrGperty, see page £97--Yoime 4.} 
EOS IS TF a = rf 3 i a i FS YH PE arog co 7 Faded 
SETSY BOSS maniad EPHRIAM BROWN on 36 Sentember 12@2---Fage 45), 
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CVE Re Com et : TF 8 ry wey a ; 

GEERT MCS merried PRESE SMITIS on Pibruary é Rige-Pane 107. 
oN DTA BCH Ss siarried MO FIN LL RAY , Mi VRCVEMRUEE be, Leila SIGE A2 
YAP BTL Wp eR Piem r hy wag eS ¥ f ; z ay © a ant Dawe Cee 
WINS MOSS mariied ANTHONY SEALS on October lL, L7S9--Pege 5$3 
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From these records we see that the MOSS name appears in Wilkes 
County, Georgia prior to the American Revolution, ALEX MOSS and 
WILLIAM MOSS OWNED LARGE ESTATES. One, WILLIAM MOSS, was 


attainted as a loyalist to the king-and his property confiscated. 
An incomplete list of the members of the MOSS family in early 
census readings in Georgia follows. 


Meriwether County 1830 


Males Females 
JAMES S, MOSS 1 under 5 1 under 5 
p. 188 1 20-30 1 20-30 


Meriwether County 1840 


GABRIEL MOSS 1 40-50 2 20-30 
1 60-70 1 70-80 
ELIZABETH MOSS 1 10-15 2 5-10 
p. lig 1 20-30 
Monroe County 1830 
THOMAS MOSS 2 under § Il under 5 
p. 187 2 5-10 h 10-15 
k 30-40 1 30-40 
Pike County 1830 
jAMES MOSS 1 40-50 L 20-30 
p. li2 
EPPS MOSS 1 60-70 
mp. 1S , i 40~S50 
HENRY E. MOSS 1 20-30 l under 5 
p. 124 iL 20-30 
Muscogee County 1830 
ALEX MOSS 1 under 5 i 10-15 
p. 292 i 5-10 1 30-40 
i 20-30 
k 50-60 
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Muscogee County 1840 


Males Females 
EX MOSS : 1 15-20 1 10-25 
o Joke 1 20-30 1 40-50 
1 60-70 
Muscogse County 1850 
| Estate 
Age Born Occupation Value 
JAMES MOSS 66 Va. Farmer $ 50. 
p. 80 
HARNETT. 45 S.C, 
, 426 
SARAH VAN 54 Europe 
MELIA MOSS 24 Jeff. 
YM. G. MOSS 22 Jeff. 
UGUSTUS S. 19 Je ft. 
MANERVA 6 Muscogee Co. 
Troup County 1840 
Males Females 
SABRIEL MOSS 1 under 5 } 20-30 
De ois 2 5-10 
- 1 4S-20 
} 30-40 
Troup County 1850 
29-29-697 dis~8Z div. Estate 
Age Bern Occupstion Value 
FRANCES MOSS 37 Ga. $ 3000. 
WYLLIAM 18 Ga. 
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Age Born 


HENRY \2 Ga. 
GABRIEL 8 Ga. 
Paccerr 6 Ga. 
| | SUSAN B, LUNDAY 55 Va. 
| | Elbert County Ga. 1850 
Bu 798 
Estate 
Age Occupation Value 
i M, MOSS 7 | 52 (M) Farmer $ 1800. 
| A, MOSS 52 (F) 
E. MOSS 18 (F) 
JWM. J. MOSS \6 ‘F) 
| A, MOSS 15 (F) 
M., MOSS 42 (F) 
H, MOSS 9 (M) 
A, MOSS 22a eM) Farmer 
? | oY 
B, MOSS 25 (M) Farmer 
Cc. MOSS 28 (F) 
W. A, MOSS . 5 (M) 
M. D. MOSS L (M) 


1870 Newton Co, 


Right Halfi--for MOSS- 


962-84~-p. 188 


P, O, Covington--Sub Div. 96 July 29 


Age 
EPHRAIM MOSS 57 
PERMELIA 30 
SARAH F, 17 
LOUISA M. 8 
SARAH FP, WARE 13 


227-227-p. 47 Sub div. 163 


Born 


P, O. Conyers--Sept. 12 


THOS. NELMS 74 
MARY E. NELMS 4} 


1460-578-p. 190- Sub div. 
P., O,. Covingten-- 


CHRISTOPHER C. MOSS 60 


ANN J. #61 
MATILDA 34 
ADALINE P. 26 
WILLIAM D. 21 
NEWTON W. MOSS 12 
SARAH ANN | 3 


JAMES W. 8 


Ga. 


Ga. 


S6--Aug ° 16 


Ga. 


Ga. 


Ga. 
Estate 
Occupation Value 
Farm Work $200. 
K, House 
At Home 
At Home 
Farmer $2000. 
850. 
Farmer $660. 
645. 
K. House 
Parm Work 
Farm Work 
Farming 
Farming 


Year 
Born 


1813 
1840 
1853 
4862 


1857 


1796 


1829 


1816 
1809 
1836 
1844 
1849 
1858 
186} 


1862 
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1870 Newton Co. 


P, O. Covington 


WILLIAM MOSS 
— 
| AMANDA J. 


Age Born 
69 Ga. 
66 Ga. 
23 Ga. 
19 Ga. 


| 1744-867 p. 226--Sub. Div. 96 


; P, O. Rocky Plains 
| PRANCES MOSS (M) 
MARTHA F, 
STEPHEN B, 

MARY A, E. 

SARAH J. 

MINERVA L, 
OGLESBY P, 
AUGUSTUS B. 


THOS. W. 


P.1 


Right Side 


Aug. 3l-- 
60 Ga. 
44 Ga. 
23 Ga. 
19 Ga. 
17 Ga. 
14 Ga. 
il Ga. 
8 Ga. 
2 Ga 


1870 Walton 


Ga. 


Estate 

Occupation Value 
$ 400, 
285. 


Farmer 
K.House 
At Home 


At Home 


$ 650. 
680. 


Farmer 

K. House 
Farm Work 
At Home 
At Home 
At Home 


Farm Work 


Ga. 


164-166-p. 90-415 Dist--Post 0. Monroe. July 4 
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Year 
Born 


1801 
1804 
1847 


1851 


1810 
1826 
1847 
1851 
i853 
16 
18:5 
1862 


1868 
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Age Born Occupation 
J. T. FRICK 27 Ga. Parmer 
22 Ga. 


3 Ga. 


'FREDRIC MOSS 62 Ga. Cor. 


1$ 2.00 for 1870 Walton Co. Ga. 
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Estate Year 
Value Born 


$ 1000.- 
800. 


$100. 
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